SPENDING COMMITTEES

(Spending Responsibility)

The standing committees of the House and Senate with ju-
risdiction over legislation that permits the obligation of
fends, For most programs, the House and Senate Appro-
priations Committees are the spending committees. For
other programs, the authorizing legislation itself permits the
obligation of funds (backdoor authority). When this is the
case, the authorizing committees are then the committees
with spending responsibility.

SPENDING LEGISLATION

(Spending Bill)

A term used in the budget scorekeeping of the Congres-
sional Budget Office to indicate legislation that directly
provides budget authority or outlays, Spending legislation
includes (1) appropriations legislation, (2) legislation that
provides budget authority directly without the need for sub-
sequent appropriations action, and (3) entitlement legisla-
tion which, while requiring subsequent appropriations ac-
tion, essentially "locks in" budget authority at the time of
authorization (except legislation that establishes conditional
entitlements, where recipients are entitled to payments only
to the extent that funds are made available in subsequent
approprintions legislation),
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